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GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL STEM AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Science 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Science) [9.06 am]: The Governor’s School STEM Awards are 
a chance to recognise and celebrate the best of STEM education in Western Australia. Schools from across 
Western Australia are encouraged to apply for the 2021 Governor’s School STEM Awards with applications opening 
today. The awards highlight best-practice teaching and learning in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
education. Recognising educators who take a whole-of-school approach to STEM learning, the awards support the 
Western Australian government’s STEM skills strategy “Future jobs, future skills”, which prioritises increasing 
student participation in STEM subjects to prepare them for jobs in new and emerging industries. Whether they are 
graduating in 2021 or in 10 years’ time, students need solid STEM skills to navigate the career paths of the future. 
The McGowan government is committed to building a globally competitive and innovative workforce with the 
capacity to drive the state’s technological future and create job opportunities. These awards are just one of the 
ways we continue to acknowledge and promote STEM pathways in Western Australia. 

Since the start of the awards in 2015, outstanding STEM education programs from 25 schools have been awarded 
a total of $36 000 in prizes. In 2020, Brookman Primary School became the first school to be inducted into the 
Governor’s School STEM Awards Hall of Fame after winning the leadership excellence award for the third year 
in a row. This year, two awards will be presented in both the primary and secondary school categories: the leadership 
excellence award with a $2 000 prize, and the meritorious leadership award with a $1 000 prize. Finalists will 
enjoy a Scitech visit or a do-it-yourself science kit with a term of science lessons. Applications close at 10.00 am 
on 26 July 2021. Finalists are expected to be announced in September and the awards presented in November 2021. 
Whether they are graduating in 2021 or in 10 years’ time—I think I have already said that; I should read these 
things before I read them out in Parliament!—students need solid STEM skills to navigate the career paths of the 
future. For more information on how to apply and previous winners, please visit the Scitech website. 

The SPEAKER: The real worry, Deputy Premier, was that nobody actually picked up that you said it twice! 
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